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Louisiana Society of Radiologic Technologists
45 years? Has it really been 45 years? It seems just like yesterday
that I was a young student, eager to learn everything I could about the
Radiology world and ready to embark on a path that would lead me to
a successful career. And that it has been! I’ve had the privilege of
holding various positions within the field of Radiology, all that have
molded me into a Radiologic Technologist that has made me proud to
be a part of this profession. It could not have happened without the local and state societies!
When I graduated from Radiology school, I dove right in to becoming
a member of these organizations and an active participant. What started out as a means to continue to increase my knowledge became a path
to many open doors in my career.
As an active member, I had the privilege of holding various positions
within the organizations and attendance at meetings introduced me to
many fellow students and technologists that shared my same vision.
So many became dear friends, some for a lifetime who were there
through all the seasons of life.
I encourage students and technologists in the Radiology field to become active members and participants in
their local, state, and national societies. The cost of
membership is paid back to you throughout your life in the form of career opportunities, professional
growth, friends, and personal satisfaction!

Sue Hammonds Guarisco, BSRT(R)
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Rebecca Hamm Installed as
President

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

President’s Message

F

ellow LSRT Members,
As I deliver this speech, I want
you to know that it was two
long years in the making. I have
thought about and planned what I
would like to say in this moment
many times. However, in the last
days of writing this speech, I found
that I really wanted to convey one
thing. So before I lose your attention,
I have something important to tell you: There’s
nothing special about me.
Yes, I stand here in front of you as a representative of the Louisiana State Society, and I am
telling you that there is nothing special about me.
I know what you’re thinking, as the newly inducted president, shouldn’t I be trying to sell myself to you? But I have an important point to
make: that you, too, can be where I am and accomplish the things that I have accomplished.
I remember vividly the moment my journey
as an active member of a radiologic technology
society began. I had applied for the ASRT Student Leadership Development Program which
was in its early years at the time. I had to get a
letter signed by my program director with permission to attend, so my program director, Mr.
Brett Bennett, was aware that I had applied. I was
sitting in his riveting physics class taking notes
on the computer when an email notification appeared at the bottom of my screen from ASRT. I
opened the email and realized that it was an acceptance letter! I had been accepted to attend the
ASRT Student Leadership Program and to go to
their Annual conference in Las Vegas! I could
barely hold in my excitement. I waited as patiently as I could for Mr. Bennett to finish his lecture
so that I could tell him. I imagined how excited
he would be. When the lecture finished, I immediately called him over and showed him the letter
on my computer. After reading my screen, his
response was a surprised – “Really?”. Believe me
I was just as surprised as he was.
This was because I wasn’t the smartest or
most talented student in the class, and although I
worked hard, I was young and a single mother of
a then 2-year-old. There were a lot of statistics
working against me in those days. Since then,
I’ve accumulated a formidable resume which, to
me, is a testament of my will-power and perseverance, not of any gifts or natural-born talents.
This is why I am still telling you that there
is nothing special about me. There is nothing that
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I have which any one of you do not possess. I
have no super powers nor do I have the mind of
Albert Einstein. In fact, even Einstein is quoted
as saying “I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.” And people with great passion
or desire can make incredible things happen.
However, because no one succeeds alone, I
would be remiss not to mention those that have
helped me along the way. Most of which are in
this room tonight, and who I would like to thank
personally:
Mrs. Carmen George for guiding me
through my very first leadership position as
the Student Advisory Council Chairperson
Mrs. Jaclyn Peters for trusting me first and
giving me my start in teaching
Mr. Brett Bennett for being an amazing
boss, my sounding board, and for your
wealth of advice
Dr. Andy Allen for being himself always, for
being the chair of my cold-water committee
and my mentor, and for encouraging me to
apply for leadership positions, and
Greg Bradley, Susie Beasley, Barbie Landry, Alyssa Bell, Melissa Whitley, Dr. Tammy
Curtis, Dr. Laura Aaron, and Dr. Joel
Hicks for providing your experience and
expertise each and every time I’ve needed
it.
Last, I of course want to thank my family:
my husband and three daughters who have allowed me to serve the board and take time away
from them, my parents who gave me the motivation to pursue my goals, and my grandparents
who have always believed in me no matter the
barriers I faced.
The LSRT and the ASRT have provided me
with so many opportunities throughout my career
thus far, such as the ASRT SLDP mentioned earlier, Student Advisory Council where I served as
chair, committee service, and now serving on the
executive board. I can honestly say that I would
not be where I am as a professional without these
organizations and those who serve them. If you
have served the ASRT or the LSRT in any capacity, through the board, through committee service, as part of a local committee, or as sponsors
of our events, I want to you for your service to
the profession and to our society because without
your willingness to devote your time and funds,
our organizations would cease to exist.
Now, I would like to share with you my
goals for the LSRT for the coming year. I want
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President’s Message
this year to be as productive as possible, and I
intend to initiate plans for these goals immediately.
 First, I would like to develop a well
thought out strategic plan for the LSRT
which includes methods to assess our
current projects and events. Through this
plan, my ambition is to grow the organization and its membership so that we can
better represent and serve our Louisiana
radiologic technologists.
 Next, I intend to develop our public relations with the membership. This will be
accomplished through our newsletters
and social media to include regular updates and acknowledgements of our
members and their amazing accomplishments.
 Last, I intend to keep the membership informed about legislative issues which
may affect our profession and encroachment from other professions which is a
growing problem for us currently.
As I was writing the ending of this speech,
it was Shark Week on National Geographic. I
was watching one of the shows, and you could
see the sharks swimming circles on the screen
around the people filming. They were circling
and waiting for a good opportunity to take a bite
out of their prey or the bait the divers were using.
This made me think of the current issues we’re
facing regarding encroachment and some of the
policies being made by our legislators and other
parties… They’re the sharks circling and, unfortunately, like it or not, we’re the prey.
Now I don’t know about you, but I’m not
crazy. I won’t be one of those divers you see
swimming with the sharks. If you put me down
in some shark-infested waters, I want a good,
strong, sturdy cage to protect me from those
sharks. That’s what the ASRT and LSRT do for
you. They’re the cage. They serve to protect Ra-

continued

diologic Technologists and our profession from
the sharks who want to take a bite out of us.
But here’s the thing, the cage can’t have holes
in it. It can’t be weak. Otherwise, it can provide
little protection. The cage needs to be strong with
lots of thick wire and bars on it for it to be effective. Each member represents a piece of that
cage, and each member makes that cage stronger
and more able to withstand the inevitable shark
attacks.
The LSRT is not a place, or an entity, or a
group for a select, elite few. The LSRT is all of
us; it is its members. Without you, its members,
the organization does not exist. For these reasons, and now more than ever, I cannot stress
enough to you how important it is for you to become a member and stay a member of your societies.
Now, I’ll end with a last request: Give back
to this profession… The profession which has
given or will give you a career and fulfillment.
The profession which we have each fallen in
love with in some way and for some reason. I
would be glad to have you serve the LSRT in any
capacity and become a part of this amazing team.
I am currently looking for members to serve on
committees for the coming year. If you would
like to volunteer or help the LSRT in the coming
year, please feel free to contact me. Maybe
you’re great with social media, you can draw,
you are good with numbers, you know computers, or you just have a friendly smile. In any
case, remember: You don’t need to have anything
special, only a desire to serve and willingness to
put forth the effort.
even more relationships along the way.
Thank you.
Rebecca Hamm, M.Ed, R.T (R)
LSRT
President 2021-2022
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IN MEMORIAM - LIZ FRIZZELL

E

lizabeth Freeman Frizzell passed away peacefully at her home surrounded by her family on
Wednesday, June 30, 2021 at the age of 81. She was a retired radiologic technologist, resident of Gonzales and native of Baton Rouge, LA. She is buried at Grace Memorial Park,
Plaquemine. Elizabeth is survived by her daughter, Christine Freeman Hitzman and husband Earl; grandchildren, Virginia and Carson Hitzman; sisters, Louise Doughty and husband Joe,
and Barbara Pendergraft and husband Roy; and numerous nieces, nephews, family and special
friends who loved her. Preceded in death by her first husband, Claud "Bubba" Freeman; second husband, Dean Frizzell; and parents, Arthur Chase and Lera Palmer Morris. Elizabeth loved her granddaughters, shopping with her sisters, traveling with her group of friends and attending all of the LSU
sporting events. She graduated from Charity Hospital School of Radiology. Elizabeth was a long
time member of the Louisiana Society of Radiologic Technologists where she served as an officer
and board appointee. She was awarded technologist of the year and made a life member. Elizabeth
was appointed to the initial Louisiana State Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners where she
served for many years.
This is a brief biography of Liz’s service to LSRT. As a student member, she attended the 3rd annual
meeting of LSRT in l959 held at the Jung Hotel in New Orleans. She was an active member with the
exception of a couple of years ever since 1959. Liz served as an officer and board appointee for
more than 30 years. While we would always see Liz at the Annual and Mid Winter meetings each
year, this was nothing compared to the “oh so many other meetings” she had to attend while serving
the LSRT. Liz was dedicated to the LSRT and served as a mentor for so many incoming officers, Her
dedication and the dedication of people like her is a major reason why the LSRT was so successful
and strong!
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New Officers Installed

A

t the LSRT Indcution of Officers Ceremony with Dessert Reception during the 63rd annual meeting of the LSRT, the newly elected officers were installed. Conducting the
installation was Laura Aaron, ASRT Fellow, and former two time LSRT President. The newly
elected officers are: President Rebecca Hamm, President Elect Allison Puente, Vice President
Sarah Barnes, and Secretary Heather Koepp. The Board of Directors will consist of Chairman of the Board
Alyssa Bell, Board Members Rebecca Hamm
and Allison Puente.

Heather Koepp– Recording Secretary

Pictured from Left to right are: Rebecca Hamm—President,
Allison Puente—President Elect, and Sarah Barnes—Vice
President

Incoming LSRT Board of Directors
Chairman—Alyssa Bell

Laura Aaron, ASRT Fellow and two time LSRT
President, installs Rebecca Hamm as President of
the LSRT and Board Member of Board of Directors
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University of
Louisiana
at Monroe (ULM)
WINS!!!!

The
LSRT Quiz Bowl was held
Friday July 23, 2021 in New Orleans, seven teams participated in the event. Thanks, to Ms. Janet
Akers-Montgomery for
serving as our Moderator
for the 2021 LSRT Quiz
Bowl. University of
Louisiana at Monroe went
on to win the quiz bowl
never lossing a match
through the entire
competition this year. In the
final round, McNeese State
University would face off
with University of
Louisiana at Monroe. The
competition was double
elimination; therefore,
McNeese would have to win
over ULM twice in order to
be declared the winner of
the Quiz Bowl. The
University of Louisiana at
Monroe team was victorious over the McNeese State team and won. The Team consisted of:
Madison Bordelon, Amber DeFatta, Gabrielle Marvin, Makiya Nettles, Sydney Rinehart., and Blake
Stone. The coach/program Director of the winning ULM team was Brett Bennett.

McNeese State University placed second
in the 2021 LSRT Quiz Bowl. Team
members were Emily Estes, A nita Fiaz,
McKenna Fields, Amanda Gilchrist, Taya
Hebert and Abigail Miller. The team was
coached by Susie Beasley and the
Program Director is Greg Bradley.
The T-shirt contest was held prior to the
Quiz Bowl. After a very close T-shirt
design contest, the winner was Northwestern State University of Shreveport.
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T-Shirt Contest

Northwestern wins
T-Shirt And Skit Contest for 2021

11

1st place

2021 Awards

AI in Radiology: How will it affect Imaging
Brittany Marten

C

ongratulations to Malak
Abdelhadi (pictured in the
center) for receiving the
2021 Majestic Leader
Award! She was selected by her
peers and Facilitators from the Student Leadership and Development
Program (SLDP) as the top candidate
with the best overall leadership qualities. Majestic Medical Solutions
provided her with a custom Trophy
and a $500 scholarship for her educational expenses. The LSRT appreciates all Majestic Medical does for
LSRT to support education and professional development of our students. Pictured Chris Lambert and
Danny Mollere of Majestic Medical.
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2021 Awards

1st Place
Efficacy of the RadPad
Chelsea Babin, April Frank, and Rebekah Wilkins
Baton Rouge General Medical Center

2nd Place
Into the Future of Radiology
J’Lynn Shelby, and Elyana Wheat
Franciscan Missionaries
of Our Lady University

3rd Place
Infection Control in Radiology
Emily Aguillard, Daniel Cropper,
and Natashia Crotwell
Baton Rouge Medical Center
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1st Place
Dr. Florence Stoney: A Pioneer in Radiology
Andrea Dileo
North Oaks Medical Center

2021 Awards

2nd Place
MRI Use in Identification and Differentiating of Progressive Supranuclear Palsy
and Parkinson’s Disease
Sydney Rienhart
University of Louisiana at Monroe

3rd Place
Nuclear Medicine Bone Imaging
Kasey Marceaux
McNeese State University

3rd Place
When AI Meets Mammography
Blake Stone
University of Louisiana at Monroe

3rd place
Tie

14

2021 LSRT
Student of the Year
As presented during the 63rd Annual Meeting in New Orleans,

T

his year’s Student Technologist of the
Year has been in the Radiologic Science
program for two years. In that time, she has
proven herself an exceptional student. She is
funny, insightful, and highly intelligent. She
served as the class president of the graduating
senior class of 2021 and holds many honors,
which include, Order of Omega Honor Society,
Psi Chi Honor Society, ASRT Student Leadership Development Program Representative,
Lambda Nu Honor Society, Alpha Lambda Delta
Honor Society, President’s List, and was awarded the Dean’s award for the School of Allied
Health. She graduated as Summa Cum Laude
“with highest praise,” Highest GPA in the College of Nursing and School of Allied Health at
Northwestern State University. She served as the mistress of ceremonies at the pinning/ recognition ceremony of her class, being selected by the faculty. Lauren
Hebert also served as the Radiologic Sciences TRIO tutor for the CenLa campus.
Lauren also has completed many service hours, both required by the program and on
her own.
Lauren Hebert was accepted into Washburn University’s Radiation Therapy Program. She will be relocating to Lake Charles this summer to start school/work, as she
has accepted a PRN position at CHRISTUS Ochsner Health.

Lauren Hebert
Northwestern State University
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2021 LSRT
Technologist of the Year

As presented during the 63nd Annual Meeting in New Orleans.

his year’s Technologist of the Year has been a technologist, Program Director and a member of this Society for 38 years. He earned a certificate in radiography from Seventh Ward General Hospital School
of Radiologic Technology in 1969. From 1969-1970 he was a

staff technologist at St. James Parish Hospital, in Lutcher, LA and
in 1970 his more than 50 year career began in Hammond, LA.
From 1970-1988, he was employed by Seventh Ward General
Hospital and held the titles of staff technologist, supervisor and
chief technologist. From 1988 to present day, he has been employed by North Oaks Health System. He is currently the radiology support supervisor. He has served as the President of the
Northlake Society of Radiologic Technologists from 1995-1996 and was named the LSRT Outstanding Technologist of the Year in 2000…..and here we are, 21 years later and he is being recognized again! Ken Travis has always been an avid supporter of the LSRT and our profession. However, his passion is teaching and it is what he is known for the most. His teaching career began in
1972 at Lallie Kemp Charity Hospital School of Radiologic Technology. Then from 1988-1996 he
was the Program Director of North Oaks School of Radiologic Technology. From 1996 to the present, he has been the one and only didactic instructor of radiographic positioning. Students comment that he is always helpful and pushes you to do your best, a great teacher, we love his enthusiasm, wants us to succeed, and he always has a positive attitude!

Congratulations Ken Travis!!!!
Unfortunately, this is the first Annual Meeting in a long time that Ken was not able to attend. We
will be delivering this award to him later, as he is currently out of the state.

Ken Travis,
2021 LSRT Technologist of the year

Joe Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Award:
Joe Schwartz was one of the past presidents of LSRT. He was also a life member and was
a true professional in every aspect of the word.
There were many qualified good candidates for the scholarship this year. After careful
consideration the committee determined to award 2 scholarships. The maximum scholarship amount of $1000 will be divided between 2 very deserving students.
Kelsey Saldana – North Oaks- is attending virtually and will receive a $500 scholarship
Blake Stone – ULM – Please come forward and receive your $500 scholarship
Kelsey Saldana is a student at North Oaks School of Radiologic
Technology. Kelsey’s instructors state that she immerses herself in
the program, she is dedicated, driven and her passion is infectious
with her classmates, elevating the overall learning experience for
the entire class. She” possess all the attributes that will enable her
to succeed as a Radiologic Technologist.” Kelsey says that she believes the pest part about becoming a Radiologic Technologist is
“having the opportunity to interact with all different types of patients” and know that she has been a part of the process in determining what is wrong with them. She is a member of the ASRT
and was selected to participate in the LSRT Student Leadership
Development Program this year.

Blake Stone is a student in the Radiologic Technology Program
at the University of Louisiana at Monroe. His extracurricular Activities is very impressive and includes being a ULM Cheerleader, University Tour Guide, and Junior Radiologic Technology
Class Representative and President Elect. Blake is a first generation college student who has had a desire to have a career in the
medical field and was persuaded into Radiology when he was
told “we are the eyes of medicine” by a good friend. His Program Director describes him as a “natural leader who works hard
to lead people properly…and has a personality that peers and
technologists gravitate towards.” Faculty members describe
Blake as an exemplary student of high integrity and demonstrates
himself with grace and humility. He has received numerous
awards and has been selected to participate in the LSRT Student
Leadership Development Program this year.

Congratulations to Kelsey Saldana and Blake Stone!
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Letter to the Editor

LIFE Member-Dr. Laura Aaron
As presented at the 63rd Annual Meeting of LSRT in New Orleans, by Greg Bradley

I

t is my privilege to stand here before you this aternoonto present the LSRT Life Member
Award. To be selected as a Life Member of the LSRT is the highest honor that LSRT
can bestow upon any of its members. It is not an award that is granted on an annual basis, but only presented on a limited basis. In the 64 year history of the LSRT, this honor has
been awarded to only 14 individuals, this speaks volumes for the individuals who have received this award, and to the individual receiving this award this afternoon. Several LSRT
Life members are with us this afternoon, and I would like those present to come to the podium and assist me in recognizing and welcoming the newest LSRT Life member. This
award is given in recognition of outstanding
achievements, dedication and capabilities in
the Society and in the field of Radiologic
Sciences.
To be eligible for this award, you must
have been a member for at least 20 years,
participate in society functions, made numerous contributions to the LSRT through
serving on committees, being an officer,
presenting exhibits, essays, and the such, be
devoted to the LSRT and to Quality Patient Care and also be a professional of high Ethics and
Integrity. The individual being elevated to Life Member first joined the LSRT in 1989 as a
student member, and has served and still continues to serve the LSRT.
This year’s recipient exceeds in all these areas and has been a member of ASRT and LSRT
for 32 years. Has been an Affiliate Delegate representing Louisiana in the ASRT’s House of Delegates many times and served on, and chaired numerous ASRT Committees. The recipient of this
Life member award is an individual who has not
only served our profession on the local and state
level, but has also made contributions at the national and even the international level. Their CV
reads like a who’s who of the Radiologic Sciences
Community with all their publications and all the
awards and accolades they have received, and have
even been elevated to fellow in AIERS and the
ASRT.
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This afternoon’s honoree has taught Radiologic Sciences for the majority of
her career. She is one of the most respected Educators in Radiologic Sciences
across the United States. Typically, anywhere
you go and speak with RADS educators they
will know her. She has even served as the
Chairman of the nationally recognized Joint
Review Committee on Education in Radiologic
Technology.
I personally am so proud to say I taught
her, she holds a BS degree from McNeese
State University, a Master’s degree from Midwestern State University and a Ph.D. from
Louisiana State University. She takes pride in
the education of future Radiologic Science
professions and you can tell this by speaking
with her, you
can also tell
she is in a
profession she
loves and believes in. As
an educator
and active
member of this LSRT-Life Members present at the 63rd Annual Meeting
profession, her
impact is difficult
to measure. She
has touched the
lives of so many,
serving as a mentor, advisor and
Carmen George-LSRT Chairman of the
trusted friend.
Board congratulates the newest LSRT Life
Her wismember—Dr. Laura Aaron.
dom, integrity and
professionalism are crucial to the function of so
many organizations and institutions and her devotion to them is why she is the newest LSRT Life
Member.
It is a pleasure for all of us on this stage to be
part of this LSRT recognition bestowing the highest honor of the organization to

Dr. Laura Aaron!
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T

he LSRT
wishes you
a happy
and wonderful Radiologic
Technology Week!
Susie Beasley, LSRT
Historian, requested
the Governor to
declare November 713, 2021 as Radiologic Technology
Week in Louisiana.
This aligns with the
National Radiologic
Technology Week.
Please let the LSRT
know how you and
others at your place
of employment celebrated National Radiologic Technology
Week. Your submissions will be included in the next issue
of the Focal Spot
Monitor or the LSRT
web site at
www.lsrt.net
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LSRT says Thank you to

Sue Guarisco
As was presented at the 63rd Annual Meeting in New Orleans by Carmen George

T

oday we would like to recognize
and honor Susan Guarisco for not

only her 45 years of membership, but Sue has
served in many capacities over these years. She
not only has served on the Board including President in 1993 and her most recent role was the
Executive Secretary position of CE Coordinator…..for I don’t know how
long, but at least as long as I have been in the Society so I know longer than
15 years! The countless hours of dedication and commitment to this Society,
its members, our profession and our Great State is MUCH appreciated. On
Behalf of the Board and the ENTIRE LSRT….I say THANK YOU!!!
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Fall Events Coverage
2021 Fall Virtual
Seminar

The LSRT held a Fall Virtual Seminar.
The seminar was free for LSRT member
and was held on Saturday, October 5,
2021. It was an opportunity for members
to obtain 5 ASRT catefory A CEs.
Lectures included the following:
 Neurobiology of Trauma and Trauma
Informed Care
 Anxiety is Real Y’all
 Human Trafficking
 Early Recognition of Stroke

Anatomage
Tournament

T

he LSRT held an Anatomage
Tournament for students on Saturday, October 15, 2021. The
event was a virtual event.
Congratulations to our LSRT Anatomage Tournament Victors!
First Place
McNeese State University
Under Allison Puente
Second Place
University of Louisiana at Monroe
Under Lacy Lord Davis

Third Place
Louisiana State University– lexandria
Under Emily Hannah

Congratulations to all our Winners
See the front cover and www.lsrt.net for
similar future events!

26

POSITION AVAILABLE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY BOARD OF EXAMINERS
This executive level position provides leadership and oversight to all aspects in the
handling of statutory matters and is responsible for the overall functions of the
Board in the implementation of the provisions of the Louisiana Medical Radiation
and Safety Act, La. R.S. 37:3200 et.seq. (RT Practice Act) and the Louisiana Administrative Code Title 46, Part LXVI, (Rules and Regulations).
The individual will be responsible for overseeing the daily operation of the office
and staff, maintain, and provide all financial documentation.
The candidate must hold a Bachelor of Science or advanced degree, must be certified and in CE compliance by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists
(ARRT) in Radiography, Nuclear Medicine, or Radiation Therapy and/or Active
Certification with the Nuclear Medicine Technologist Certification Board
(NMTCB) in Nuclear Medicine. The individual must have an unencumbered license to practice as a Radiologic Technologist in the State of Louisiana or meet all
qualifications to obtain a Louisiana license, and have an active membership in the
professional organizations of the American Society of Radiologic Technologists
(ASRT) and the LA Society of Radiologic Technologists (LSRT). A minimum of
five (5) years post certification by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologist (ARRT) and/or the Nuclear Medicine Technologist Certification Board
(NMTCB).The candidate must possess adaptability, excellent communication
skills, & interpersonal skills. Candidate must have the ability to operate a computer
and standard office equipment, ability to function in a high pressure, stressful environment and meet stringent deadlines, travel as required, ability to work in excess
of 40 hours per week, carry & lift 26-50 lbs. regularly. Management experience
preferred.
Position is located in Metairie, LA. To ensure full consideration, applicant should
submit a current resume to The Louisiana State Radiologic Technology Board of
Examiners at lsrtbechairman@gmail.com no later than midnight November 30,
2021,
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